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with textbooks, syllabuses, and notes on lessons. Upon the local
education authority lies the duty of organising study rooms for
the teachers, as well as model schools. In a word, they are
responsible for the organisation of all the work in the schools
for the just-literate. Agreements for the elimination of illiteracy
or the improvement of the semi-literate are being organised
between local education authorities and factories, farms and
village Soviets. It is becoming a point of honour with factories
and farms to eliminate illiteracy entirely and to run schools for
the semi-literate. An example of how it is done may prove
instructive.
The Red Putilov Works in Leningrad has been in the fore-
front of this work for years. On December 1st, 1933, the register
gave 289 workers who only just knew the alphabet and 1,509
workers in the next stage. Of the first group 90 per cent, and of
the second group 83-6 per cent, attended school. The reason for
not having the full number is put down to insufficient prepara-
tory work among the workers owing to a change of organiser
for this work. Every new worker has to pass through the
literacy sector of the factory committee, where he fills up a
special literacy questionnaire. The information is then entered
on the form entitled " The Report on Literacy." A card index is
kept of all workers. Should one leave the factory, his card is
removed from the file.
In the Red Putilov they are carrying on a fight for 100 per
cent attendance at classes. They begin with mass explanatory
work. Discussion continues in the shops among the different
shifts and brigades. Those who have not yet succumbed to the
mass pressure to learn receive individual treatment. They are
called in for discussion to the shop committee and to the literacy
sector of the factory committee* If this fails, there is the Com-
rades' Court, which consists of an elected number of workers
who try and pronounce judgment on the " criminal." There is
also the Blackboard of " Shame " on which go the names of
those so anti-social as to refuse to learn. The latest measure is
to put on the Blackboard the name of the chief of the brigade